
The Ultimate Checklist for Shipping Your Vehicle Abroad 

The act of shipping a vehicle abroad 
is something that can only be handled 
by a professional. For someone 
without the proper equipment, 
training or knowledge, an 
international transport would be 
nearly impossible to carry out. 
Luckily, there are many reliable 
transport companies waiting to 
manage your vehicle’s shipping 
process. Take your time sifting 
through the options. It is always wise 
to search the Internet for local companies that specialize in overseas transport such as 
A1AutoTransport.   

There are an endless amount of reasons to have your vehicle transported. Dealerships, 
manufacturers and sellers take advantage of these services frequently. Auto transport is a cost 
effective, secure practice designed to deliver vehicles without jeopardizing their integrity in the 
process. These services are perfect for anyone wishing to get a vehicle abroad without decreasing 
its value. In fact, dependable transporters offer free insurance coverage on all of the vehicles 
being cared for by them. This guarantees their shipping services and adds further protection. 

Since shipping a vehicle abroad takes some preparation, it is highly suggested that anyone who 
plans an overseas transport create a checklist. A checklist is always helpful in any type of 
relocation situation. There is so much that will need to be addressed for an international transport 
that it can often get confusing. With the help of your skilled transport company and the guidance 
of your checklist, it will be much easier to stay on task.  

Here Is What Your Checklist Should Include: 

 Search for reputable international transport companies. Call for quotes and book with one 
at least two months before the desired shipping date.  

 Call the Embassy of the country you wish to ship the vehicle to. Write down all of the 
requirements and make sure that you are fully aware of the nation’s auto import policy. 

 Begin preparing all proof that must be provided to the Customs Department. Of course, 
your transport professionals will also be knowledgeable of dealing with strict import laws 
and will help you fulfill all of the requirements.  

 Clean the vehicle and prepare it as requested by the shipping company. This is usually a 
fairly simple process that only takes a little time to complete.  

https://www.a1autotransport.com/


 Inspect your vehicle and write down any damages you are aware of before you allow it 
into the hands of the transporter. Take photographs of the automobile as well. You can 
use your notes and pictures to conduct your final inspection of the vehicle after you 
retrieve it from the port it is delivered to.  

 Make sure you have a ride arranged to and from the ports and terminals if necessary. A 
port will not hold a vehicle for anyone, so it is important that you are present on the day 
of its arrival.  

Your checklist can be as detailed as you would like. The above is a simple but effective guideline 
that will help you stay on top of matters. You will find that the transport company is extremely 
helpful with this as well.  

About International Auto Import Policies 

All countries have the right to set their own auto import policies. While some countries are more 
lenient with their restrictions, others can be very strict. Any international transporter with 
experience will be understanding of such import laws and even know of loopholes and other 
ways to address the import policy of the country you wish to send your vehicle to. Transporters 
also have access to resources that most others do not, which could really help your situation if 
the country you are shipping to makes it difficult to comply with their import laws.  

Not only will your vehicle need to meet the country’s vehicle specifications, but it will be 
required to undergo inspection. As the owner of the vehicle, you will be expected to pay duties 
and tariffs. Be fully prepared to pay such taxes. They often cost more than the delivery services 
and can be as high as 100% of the vehicle’s estimated value.  Proof that the taxes were paid must 
be presented to Customs along with all of the other documents demanded.  

If you and the transport company gather all of the pertinent documents and fulfill all of the rules 
of the country’s import policy, then gaining access into the country shouldn’t be difficult. 
Customs will release a certification of approval for the vehicle if everything they asked for was 
presented to them. This approval allows the vehicle into the country. Without it, the vehicle will 
be denied lawful access.  


